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ranges from 10,000 to 30,000 packages each. Most of
these establishments (chja-fang) are owned by Shen-hsi
people, and the profits realized are very considerable.
The best brick tea is sold for Tls* 2 a pao at Ya-ehou, or
about Es. 6. 8.1
The city of Ya-chou, though not very large, is quite an
attractive place, and its broad, clean, well-paved streets,
its good-natured, active people make a pleasing impres-
sion on the mind, but the constant dripping of rain is a
little depressing. Rain had been falling in such quan-
tity, prior to my arrival, that the authorities had had
recourse to the most drastic measure known to them for
putting an end to the deluge: they had closed the north
gate of the city. This I was assured, was infallible; the
rain could not continue falling when this gate was closed,
and every one was convinced that fine weather would
soon prevail*2
The day after my arrival at Ya-chou I hired a raft to take
me down to Chia-ting Fu, at the confluence of the Fu and
the T*ung rivers, for 2500 cash* The raft used is about
thirty feet long and six feet wide, and made of two sets
of bamboo poles, the forward one bent up into a rather
sharp bow. Two or three men at the bow propel it with
long oars, and it is steered with a long sweep; a mat
awning covers the middle part. It is, on the whole, a
safe, rapid, but wet conveyance. As it is impossible to
cook anything on board, or even to sleep there, it is not
to be recommended for ascending the river.
The swift current carried us rapidly along through
a country of great natural beauty. On either side the
1 This I was told by the manager, bat I think he exaggerated, as will
appear from what I have said, p. 279, of the price of tea at Ta-ehien-hi.
2 To stop a drought it is only necessary to close the southern gate.